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prepared for him and rested therein. He bade all the Ka-
hans withdraw and leave him alone. They had scarcely
departed, when a most violent disease seized Thariputra,
which caused an abundant vomiting of blood, so great, in-
deed, that the vessel into which it flowed could not hold it.
His mother, at the sight of such an awful distemper, did
not dare to approach, but retired, with a broken heart, into
her own room, and leaned against the door. At that time,
four great Nats, a Thagia their chief, and four Brahmas,
came to see him, and to minister to him during his pain-
ful illness; but he bade them retire. His mother, seeing
the coming and going of so many distinguished visitors,
and the respect they paid to her son, drew near to the
door of his room, and calling the faithful Tsanda, inquired
of him wherefore so many distinguished individuals had
come. Tsanda explained to her that the great Nats and
a chief Thagia had come to visit and assist her son, and
enjoy the presence of the great Eahan. Meanwhile he
informed the patient that his mother wished to see him.
Thariputra replied, that the moment was not a proper one,
and he asked his mother the motive of her untimely visit.
" Beloved son," said she, " I am come here to contemplate
your ever dear countenance. But who are they that have
just come to see you ? " Thariputra explained to her how
he had been visited by Nats, Thagias, and Brahmas. His
mother inquiring of him if he were greater than any one
of these, he unhesitatingly replied, that he was more ex-
cellent than any of them. His mother thought within
herself: If my son be so exalted, how much more must
Buddha be ! Her heart then overflowed with the purest

joy-

Thariputra rightly understood that the moment had
come to preach the law to his mother. He said to her,
"Woman, at the time my great teacher was born, when he
obtained the supreme intelligence, and preached the most
excellent law, a great earthquake was felt throughout ten
thousand worlds. No one has ever equalled him in the